LESSON 5. Countries, languages

USEFUL PHRASES AND SENTENCES

How was your trip to Great Britain?
- Kak mpomnuta TBost moe3aka B BenukoOputanuio?

It was great experience for me.
-9T0 OBUI OTJIMYHBIN OIBIT JIS MEHS.

It was my first time there.
-51 OBLI TaM BIEPBEHIC.

I wanted to see as many sights as possible.
-5 XOTeNn OCMOTPETh KaK MOKHO OOJIbIIIE
JOCTOIPUMEYATEITBHOCTEM.

Which part of Great Britain do you live in?
-B kakoii yactu BennkoOpuTaHuu ThI )KUBEIIIb?

I got to see many notable buildings, such as the Tudor House,
the Mayflower Theatre, the National Oceanography Center,
etc.

-41 cMOT yBUZIETh MHOKECTBO BBIJIAIOIINXCS 3IaHUN, TAKUX
kak /oM Trogopos, Teatp Mbiidnaysp, HanmonanbHbIi
OoKeaHorpauyecKkui eHTp U T.1.

Did you go to other countries of Great Britain apart from
England?
-Ts1 e3qun B npyrue ctpanbl BenukoOpuranuu, moMumMo
Anrnun?



What other parts of Great Britain did you visit?
-Kakue enie yactu BenukoOpuTaHuu Tl MOCETUIT?

EXAMPLES

A. Donald, how was your trip to Great Britain?

B. Wonderful! It was great experience for me.

A. Were you there just for sightseeing or on business?
B. It was my first time there, so I wanted to see as many
sights as possible.

A. Which part of Great Britain did you live in?

B. I lived in Southampton — a city on the south coast of
England. It’s the largest city

in Hampshire county. I liked this place very much. First
of all, the weather was fantastic,

while I was

there. It was sunny and warm almost every day.
Secondly, I got to see many notable

buildings, such as the Tudor House, the Mayflower
Theatre, the National Oceanography

Center, etc.

A.Is Southampton far from London?

B. No, it’s just two hours away by bus.

A. Did you go there?

B. Of course. We spent a couple of days in London,
although I think that one should

live a month there to get acquainted with the whole city.
A. What did you see in London?

B. First of all, we visited the Trafalgar Square and saw
the Nelson’s Column on it.

Secondly, we were at the Piccadilly Circus. It’s now one
of my favorite parts of London.
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It is especially beautiful at night, when it is richly
illuminated. I took many pictures of it.

A. What’s Piccadilly Circus famous for?

B. Itis a public space at the West End of London, which
is full of posh facilities.

There are lots of nice shopping and entertaining centers.
Other than that, we saw the

Buckingham Palace, the Tower of London and the
Museum of Madame Tussaud.

A. What other parts of Great Britain did you visit?
B.Stonehenge. It was a fantastic trip. Luckily,
Southampton is not far from this

world-famous attraction.

A. Did you go to other countries of Great Britain apart
from England?

Dima: As we were close to Wales, one day we decided to
visit Swansea. I should say,

it’s an amazingly beautiful city. It’s the second largest
city in Wales and one of its

main sea ports. People, who like swimming and fishing,
will appreciate this place, as

Swansea has long sandy beaches.

A: Sounds interesting. If your company was going to
arrange another business trip to

Great Britain, I would definitely join.

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland
English is the third most spoken native language
worldwide, after Chinese and Hindi, with some 380 million
speakers. It is the official language in 71 sovereign states
and territories with the total population of 2,135 million
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people. Among them are the UK, the USA, Australia, New
Zealand, Singapore, Canada, India, Pakistan, the
Philippines, South Africa and many others. In the UK and
the USA there is no law about the official language, and
English is the official language there de facto. There are
some countries, too, where English is the major language,
that 1s, it is the native language of the overwhelming
majority of the population; these countries include the UK,
the USA, Australia, New Zealand and some others. The two
most important English-speaking countries are, of course,
the UK and the USA.

(a)The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland is situated on the British Isles, off the northern coast
of Europe. The British Isles consist of two large islands:
Great Britain and Ireland, and about five thousand small
islands. Their total area is about 244,000 square kilometers.

The British Isles are separated from the Continent by the
North Sea, the English Channel and the Strait of Dover. The
western coast of the country is washed by the Atlantic
Ocean and the Irish Sea; the eastern coast is washed by the
North Sea.
The population of the country is over 57 million people. The
United Kingdom is made up of four countries: England,
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. Their capitals are
London, Edinburgh, Cardiff and Belfast respectively. In
everyday speech 'Great Britain' is used in the meaning of
'the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland'.
The country is also referred to as Britain, England or the
UK. The capital of the UK i1s London, with the population of



about 7.5 million people (about 13 million people in Greater
London, that is London with the suburbs).

The surface of the country varies very much. The north
of Scotland 1s mountainous and is called Highlands. The
south, which abounds in beautiful valleys and plains, is
called Lowlands. The north of England is mountainous,
while the eastern, central and south-eastern parts of England
are a vast plain. Mountains are not very high, with Ben
Nevis in Scotland as the highest mountain (1,343 m). There
are a lot of rivers in the UK, but they are not very long. The
Severn is the longest river, while the Thames is the deepest
and the most important one. The mountains, the Atlantic
Ocean and the warm waters of the Gulf Stream influence the
climate of the British Isles which is mild the whole year
round.

The UK 1s a constitutional monarchy. This means that the
country is governed by the Parliament and the Queen is
Head of State. The legislative power in the country is
exercised by the Houses of Parliament which consist of two
chambers: the House of Lords and the House of Commons.
The House of Lords is composed of hereditary peers and
peeresses. The members of the House of Commons are
elected by people from the constituencies in the four parts of
the country. The House of Commons is the real governing
body of the country. The executive power is exercised by
Prime Minister and his Cabinet. The government is usually
formed by the political party which has the majority in the
House of Commons. Prime Minister is the majority party
leader appointed by the Queen. Prime Minister chooses a
team of ministers; 20 of them form the Cabinet. The most
important parties in the UK are the Conservative and the
Labour Party.



The judicial branch of the government is represented by
the system of courts. There is no written Constitution in
Great Britain, only precedents and traditions. The national
flag of the country is Union Jack.

The UK is a highly developed industrial and agrarian country. It
produces and exports machinery, electronics, railroad
equipment, aircraft, textile. One of the chief industries is
shipbuilding. Though the country is not rich in mineral
resources, it is one of the world's leading economies. The
country also must import about 40 % of its food supplies.
Financial sector is the most important one in the economy of
the country, 70 % of the country's population work there.
Britain's most important agricultural products include wool
and dairy products. The main industrial and commercial areas
are cities.

Translate the following sentences into English.

1. AHrIIUACKUN - 0UIMATIBHBIN SI3bIK 71 CyBEepeHHOTO
rocyapcTBa U TEPPUTOPUH; 3TO OCHOBHOM SI3bIK B HEKOTOPBIX
CTpaHax, TO €CTh SI3bIK MOAABIIAIONIETO OOJIBIIIMHCTBA
HACEJICHUS.

2. BenukoOpuTaHus pacnoyiokeHa Ha bpuTaHCKHUX OCTpoBax
PSZIOM C CeBEpHBIM MmodepexkbeM EBporibl, OTaeIeHa OT
KOoHTHHEHTa CeBEepHBIM MOpeEM, MpoJinBoM Jla-Manmt u
npoauBoM Ila-ne-Kane n oMpiBaeTcss ATIIaHTUYECKUM
okeaHoM, Mpnanackum MmopeMm u CeBEPHBIM MOPEM.

3. Penbed (moBepXHOCTH) CTpaHbl OYEHb PA3HOOOPA3EH -
TOPUCTHIA HA CEBEPE U C MHOTOYUCIICHHBIMU JOJIMHAMU U
OOIIMPHBIMU PAaBHUHAMH Ha IOTE.

4. T'onbhcTpuM BIMSET HA KIIMMAT CTPAHbI, yMEPEHHBIN
KPYTJIBINA TOJ.



5. BenukoOpuTtaHus - KOHCTUTYLIMOHHAS MOHAPXHUsl, TO €CTh
OHa yMpaBJsAETCs MapIaMEHTOM, COCTOSIIAM U3 JIBYX IaJiat, a
KOpOJIEBa SIBJISETCS TJIAaBOM rOCyaapCTBa.

6. [Taata JTOp/I0B COCTOUT U3 HACIEACTBEHHBIX MIIPOB U
MPPECC; YICHBI MAJIaThl OOIIMH, KOTOPAas SIBJISIETCS pPEAIbHBIM
MIPaBSIIMM OPraHOM, U30UPAIOTCS OT U30MpPATEIbHBIX OKPYTOB.
7. ICTIOJIHUATEIIBHAS BIACTh OCYILECTBIIAETCS IPEMbED-
MUHHUCTPOM, SIBJISIIOIIMMCS JIUJIEPOM MapTUU OOJIBITUHCTBA U
Ha3Ha4YaeMbIM KOPOJIEBOW, U KAOMHETOM MUHHCTPOB.

8. CyneOHasi BJIaCTh MPEJICTABIECHA CUCTEMOM CY/IOB;
MUCbMEHHON KOHCTUTYIIUU HE CYIIECTBYET, TOJIBKO
NPELEICHTHI U TPAJAULUH.

9. BenukoOpuTaHus - 3TO BBICOKOPa3BUTAasI IPOMBIIILICHHAS U
arpapHasi CTpaHa, MpOU3BOISIIIAsl CTAHKH, YJICKTPOHUKY,
KEJIE3HOJOPOKHOE 000PYI0BaHUE, CAMOJIEThI, TEKCTHIIb, CY/Ia.



